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scholars have quarrelled about the meaning of that
great name. It seems most likely that it came from
an old word meaning " river." It would be quite
natural for the people of early Rome to give such
a name to their city, for it was a most important
fact to them that they had built their city just
where it was on the river Tiber.

One of the best places on which a town could be
built, especially in early days, was the banks of
.a river, from which the people could get water, and
by which the refuse and" rubbish of the town could
be carried away. Then, again, one of the chief
things which helped Rome to greatness was her
position on the river Tiber, far enough from the
sea to be safe from the enemy raiders who in-
fested the seas in those early days, and yet near
enough to send her ships out to trade with other
lands. Thus it was, probably, that a simple word
meaning "river" came to be used as the name
of the world's greatest city.

Others among the great cities of the ancient world
were founded in a quite different way. The great
conqueror, Alexander the Great, founded cities in
every land he conquered, and their names remain
even now to keep his memory alive. The city of
Alexandria, on the north coast of Africa, was, of
course, called after Alexander himself, and became
after his death more civilized and important than
any of the Greek cities which Alexander admired
so much,* and which he tried to imitate everywhere.